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Dear Parents, Alumni, Parish Members and Friends of St. Nicholas School, 
 
In this second issue of The Celtic, I am excited to showcase the progress we have made in our academic and service programs and in our 
facilities. I am also eager to share stories and pictures about our youngest Celtics to one of our most beloved faculty members. As one can tell 
from the picture of the first school leaders back in 1953, our school has evolved but we will continue to build on their invaluable 
foundation.  Catholic education empowers our youth, it broadens horizons, and it deepens values, all of which are vital for our students in 
today’s society.  
 
This year due to the generosity of last year’s Annual Appeal, we were able to offer our teachers a rich assortment of professional development 
opportunities that accelerate their instruction.   Our capital renovations this past year focused on renovating our classrooms in grades first to 
fourth with fresh carpet, paint, and collaborative desks, along with the latest digital projectors. Our Technology Center was reinvigorated with 
new iMacs, and our network infrastructure is currently undergoing a massive upgrade. 
 
We have made great strides to strengthen our culture of service.  Last year, we supercharged our efforts to raise awareness of the Rice Bowl 
Project from Catholic Relief Services (CRS). This year, we added another layer by participating in Compassion Week, where our children put 
their faith in action, concentrated in one powerful week.  Our students are still chatting about the joy they felt as they worked together to make 
an impact in our global world.  
 
Over the last two months, many of our senior parishioners have had the opportunity to engage with our students, as they sat and exchanged 
in conversations at the “Lunch Bunch”.  Our students have enjoyed these special experiences and are lining up to volunteer each month. They 
have learned how truly connected they are to a larger community and they are so excited to speak with members of our community who have 
such rich life experiences.  
 
In this issue, please see the academic achievements as compared to our local school districts. We are very proud of our progress and will 
continue to create the best in-class educational programs and human experiences, in order to grow our Catholic Church. This year our Annual 
Appeal focuses on ensuring that no student who desires a Catholic education will ever be turned away.  Your support ensures this mission.  
 
Our school is thriving. It is a reflection of our larger community.  We invite you to read The Celtic and share our progress with others. We invite 
you to spend time on our beautiful campus.  We are thrilled to have received many applications for the 2020-21 fall term already, as 
applications are being accepted through early February.    
 
Finally, I had the brief privilege to meet Mary O’Shea during my first year at St. Nicholas School. I knew instantly the power of her words as I 
watched her read to our young children.  Recently, the community celebrated Mary O’Shea’s legacy which you will read more about in this 
issue. She was an extraordinary person, and we will continue to carry on her message of inclusion and connection in our school community.  
 
 With Much Appreciation,  
Jan Popolizio 

A Word From Our Principal  
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Each year we send out an Annual Appeal brochure to share with everyone “The Good News” 
about St. Nicholas Catholic School. We are proud with the success of our mission to form within 
our children the essential tools that will help them succeed in life, that is, the tools to develop the 
Spiritual, Intellectual and Human formation. We are so committed to this mission that we want 
to make sure that Catholic Education is accessible to everyone by keeping tuition affordable. 
We understand that by doing this, it does not completely cover a student’s educational cost. What 
helps us meet our budget each year are generous donors such as yourselves.  
 
Over the years, so many families at St. Nicholas School have benefited from our affordable tuition 
for their children, who would otherwise not be able to obtain this solid foundation of Catholic  
Education, especially during the most formative years of their lives. 
 
This is why our mission of Catholic Education is so near and dear to my heart. Your generosity 
can and will benefit a child you may or may not know by keeping tuition affordable. For this rea-
son, I am asking you to consider a gift to our Annual Appeal. Each gift, no matter the size, is a statement of your belief in 
our mission. 
 
With gratitude and prayers, I thank you for your support in embracing our School, our Church, and our mission. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Rev. John L. Poncini 
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Remembering Mary O’Shea 

Last month, with a heavy heart, we celebrated the passing 
of our dear and beloved long-time librarian, Mary O’Shea, 
fondly known as Mrs. O.  She left a legacy on not only the 
school but the entire St. Nicholas and St. William Catholic 
Parish community. Serving at the school for over 30 years, 
she was far more than a librarian. Mrs. O cared 
passionately about not only her students but for anyone she 
encountered. She played many roles at the school, 
including traffic director,  knitting club and gardening club 
facilitator, director of the play, “Macbeth”, and sports coach 
to name a few.  

Mrs. O’s gentleness and charm made the library a warm 
and welcoming place for all. Students who had the pleasure 
of knowing her learned so much beyond the books she read 
to them. She inspired a passion for reading and literature, 
challenged them intellectually but most importantly imparted 
what it meant to be a good and kind human being in this 
world.    

Alumni, faculty, and parents vividly recall the impact Mrs. O 
made on their lives. Liz Frazier, whose four children 
attended St. Nicholas, reminisces about the mark Mary left 
on her entire family. “She was an amazing, loving, giving 
person who taught my kids the joys of reading, literature, 
knitting, cooking, gardening and living life to the fullest. She 
lives on in our children, and we are incredibly blessed to 
have her imprint on all of our lives. My kids are better 
people because of her. She will live on in our hearts 
forever.”   

There are not enough words to acknowledge the impact of 
what Mary O’Shea had on our community, and no words 
can encapsulate the admiration and fondness we have of 
her.  Although, she will be sorely missed, her legacy will live 
on forever throughout our school. 
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The students at St. Nicholas Catholic School have been very 
busy this year putting their faith into action.  In an effort to  
expand its community outreach program, the school has  
designated time and resources for our youth to participate in 
Compassion Week.  
 
Founded by Los Altos United Methodist Church in 2013,  
Compassion Week has expanded its vision of service to the 
greater community this year through a new partnership with Los 

Altos Community Foundation (LACF) and several local faith communities.   St. Nicholas and St. William Catholic  
Parish and School joined this year to sponsor and participate in Compassion Week. 
 
Our students participated in various projects. Our fifth, sixth and seventh-grade students packed 10,000 meals in 
the school gym for the  Rise Against Hunger’s international hunger relief program.  Our students learned how this 
organization distributes food and life-changing aid to the world’s most vulnerable, mobilizing the necessary 
resources to end hunger by 2030.   
 
Working alongside St. Nicholas and St. William parishioners, the eighth 
grade class designed, decorated and personalized encouragement 
cards that are a part of the Bundles of Love for the SEEDS Homeless 
Youth Project. The messages to these young people are that they 
matter, they are seen and loved.  Our students discovered that 
SEEDS is a multi-tiered program that aims to not only meet the 
immediate needs of youth living on the streets but also provides long-
term support and resources to help end youth homelessness.   
  
Our third and fourth graders measured, cut and tied beautiful blankets to 
be given to those in need of some warmth this winter. Other grades 
worked on showing compassion to our Veterans by creating  
appreciation cards for their commitment to our country which will be 
delivered on Veterans Day.   
 
Throughout Compassion Week we heard the excitement and joy from 
our students and how gratifying it felt to make a positive impact in our 
community and our world.  

We Are Called To Be  
Compassionate 
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We are blessed to live in an area with so many wonderful options for education. As parents of three young daughters we wanted to be 
thoughtful in the selection of schools for our family, knowing that the decisions we make now will help put them on the right track for success 
in the increasingly competitive Silicon Valley. 
 
As a happy St Nicholas alumna the obvious choice was to enroll at the place I know and am most comfortable. Before we went all in we 
wanted to explore our options; public, private, and charter. Despite a very positive TK year at St. Nicholas we made the difficult decision to 
try our oldest daughter at a local private school. We wanted to see if the small class size, new campus, really made a difference for her. It 
sounded appealing so we wanted to give it a try.  
 
A little over a year later we are back at St Nicholas! Our first grader is back and our kinder is here with one more on the way soon. We’re 
confident St. Nicholas is the right school for us and we couldn’t be happier to be back and all in! The first week of school this year we asked 
our daughters what they learned and the responses we heard almost brought us to tears! “Treat others how you want to be treated.” “Be the 
best version of yourself.” Wow. These were the little things we missed in our year away, and it was refreshing to hear them picked up 
quickly. While we enjoyed aspects of the other private school; the warmth, kindness, and passion you feel on the campus at St. Nicholas 

everyday is genuine and something that can’t be replicated! 
 
In an area where intensity, pressure, and unrealistic expectations surround us everyday, we 
wanted our girls to have a place where they could be themselves, build a foundation of 
confidence and strength, and a spiritual relationship with God. In 2016, I lost my mom to a rare 
cancer. She was 63 and it shook me and my family; we don’t fully understand it and never will. 
For our children to be surrounded by a community of kind, loving, and caring friends and 
teachers, will only help them as they grow. 
 
We know that our children will learn best when they feel comfortable and loved and we look 
forward to the many years ahead. We are proud to be members of the Celtic community and 
proud of our daughters for being Celtics. Every family has their own decision to make but for 
our family we know we made the right one. St Nicholas offers so much; the community, the 
whole child education and values, the beautiful campus setting, incredibly passionate teachers 
and staff; we couldn’t be happier.  
 
Jaclyn Campi-Owen (St. Nicholas Class of 1997) 

Adrienne Pauli (left)-7th grade  
Elizabeth Nosal (right)-Kindergarten 

 

We welcome our amazing, new  
teachers to St. Nicholas! They are 

such a blessing to our students  and 
our community of educators. 

The Owen Family: Why We Came Back 



 

   7 



 

8  St. Nicholas Catholic School 

 Academics—Results Matter 
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St. Nicholas School integrates design 
thinking methodology into the science 
delivery approach for all grades. Design 
thinking aligns with the Next Generation 
Science Standards prompting students to 
explore complex guided concepts with 
teachers facilitating. Utilizing discovery-
based learning, students are challenged 
to design solutions themselves. There is 
educative value in each path they 
explore, whether failures or successes.   
This problem solving, innovative 
approach to science is particularly 
powerful as they integrate Math, English 
Language Arts, Social Studies and 
Religion into the discovery process. Our 
team of teachers collaborate weekly to 
help lead this integration of content which 
allows our students to go beyond their 
primitive foundation to enjoy a rich 
discovery process, preparing them to 
solve complex problems in their future. 

Design Thinking and Innovation 
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St. Nicholas School is a proud institution full of unique time-honored traditions that are built around the principles of creating students who 
are critical thinkers. Last May marked the 26th anniversary of one of the most unique traditions in the school's history; the 7th grade Mock 
Trial. The Mock Trial gives students the opportunity to put their leadership abilities, and critical thinking skills to great use. The students of 
St. Nicholas would never have had the opportunity to participate in such an educational and profoundly thought-provoking experience if it 
were not for long time parishioner and alumni parent the Honorable Socrates ‘Peter’ Manoukian. He has given the students the platform to 
experience a Mock Trial.   
 
Each student was assigned a position which included: judge, prosecution lawyers, defense lawyers, a defendant, witnesses, bailiffs, 
recorder/clerk, and jury members. Each student had background information on the case, as well as witness testimonies to help with 
depositions and preparations of opening and closing statements. The students gathered at the Superior Courthouse in Downtown San Jose 
and watched an authentic criminal sentencing then conducted their own Mock Trial. The students did an incredible job executing their trial, 
right down to the objections and the quick-witted cross-examination questioning. We are grateful for Judge Manoukian’s commitment to 
offer this authentic learning experience each year.  
 
Each year, our 5th Grade participates in a simulated Congressional Hearing flexing their critical-thinking and cooperative-learning skills. 
This program focuses on teaching these students the philosophical foundation of American democracy and the rights and responsibilities of 
citizenship. The Honorable Judge Manoukian presides over this hearing and asks probing questions once their arguments are completed. 
There is a degree of improvisation that challenges our Celtics, creating a compelling authentic learning environment.   

Ted Talks 

Law and  the Constitution 

With Judge Manoukian 

The 7th grade Mock Trial at Judge Manoukian’s courtroom. 

The TedTalks were the culmination of the Sixth Grade Reading 
Unit; Tapping the Power of Non-Fiction. After reading books such 
as: Chew on This, Omnivore’s Dilemma, The Big Thirst, and  
Malala, students created and presented TedTalks to educate an 
audience of their peers. Students followed the TedTalk format of  
speaking from memory and used visuals to illustrate their topics. 
Students were poised, articulate and knowledgeable of topics such 
as nuclear bombs, fast food, water availability, overuse of plastic 
and equality in girls’ education. The students were 
able to research challenging topics and present the 
information in a clear and concise manner, such 
that it was a learning experience for both the 
student and the audience. 

The 5th Grade Congressional Hearing Hosted by Mrs. Wilson and Judge Manoukian 
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A Special Thanks 

To Our Donors 
Varun Abraham & Rini Iyju 
Mike & Angela Agah 
Aditya Agarwal & Shriya Gupta 
Gilbert Ahrens 
Rafael Aldana & Elena Angoloti 
The Almon Family 
Anonymous 
Hassane Azar & Nariman Elias 
David Baca & Michaela Sullivan 
Susan Bacchi 
Jarad Backlund 
Greg & Angela Bakeis 
MaryAnn Balkenhol 
Gary & Stephanie Ballabio 
Geraldine Beasley 
Bart & Myla Beasley 
Josh & Cate Bennett 
Herman & Candace Berenguer 
Mark & Anne Bongi 
Charles & Jennifer Boynton 
Chris & Jennifer Bridgman 
Nicholas & Tracy Britz 
Marion & Helen Brown 
Joseph Byun & Kimberly Kim 
Brian Cabrera 
Dean & Alison Cappellazzo 
William & Alysia Caryl 
Michael Casey 
Jon & Kelly Cassin 
Kenneth Chen 
Phil Chiang & Stella Clavecilla 
Andy Chow & Fiona So 
Singyun Chu & Jia Liu 
John & Kimberly Clendenin 
Rodger & Kathy Cole 
Sergio Colmenero & Macey Reyes 
Deacon Charles Corbalis 
Michael & Patricia Cremer 
Samuel & Evelyn Dawn 
Ari & Julie Delay 
James & Jennifer Delia 
Ellen Donnelly 
James & Jennifer Doran 
James & Kathleen Downey 
Matias & Jennifer Duarte 
Robert & Michelle Dykes 
David & Lorraine Easter 
Carlos & Lyndsey Eulate 
Ruth Foley 
Yinfung Fong & Rita Chan  
 

Thank you to the generosity of the parents, alumni,  
parishioners, grandparents, and friends of St. Nicholas 
Catholic School who contributed to our 2018-19 Annual 
Appeal. Their commitment and belief in the value of 
Catholic education will bring hope to all those who will be 
served in our school.   

Erik & Audrey Foraker 
Andy & Cathy Foster 
Tod Gamlen 
Robert & Mary Garner 
Robert & Hannah Geiger 
Marcellino Gemelli & Stefania 
Filigheddu 
Nick & Sueann Gera 
Charles & Nancy Geschke 
Greg & Tammie Giles 
William & Wendy Goodman 
Ron & Carla Gross 
Sal Guiterrez 
Louis Halamek 
Matias & Rebecca Heinrich 
Thomas & Judith Hogan 
Kevin & Mary House 
Jennifer Hubback 
Robert & Milagros Ilagan 
Walter & Nadia Jankovic 
Shuo Jiao & Lin Yu 
Brian Johnsrud & Noelle Gonsalves 
Richard & Arlene Johnston 
Dave & Katie Juran 
Martin & Laurie Kacin 
Kevin & Theresa Kannengeiser 
John & Mary Keyes 
Chris Kim & Andrea Cu 
Warren & Susan Kocmond 
Tim & Christiane Koltek 
John & Betsy Komo 
Norm & Cathy Kordsmeier 
Christine Lam 
Mabel Lam 
Alfred & Maureen Lane 
Michael & Ramela Laptalo 
Joon Hyun Lee & Soyoung Bae 
Lee Lee & May Lam 
Chenyuan Lee & Yichun Hsieh 
Adam & Ella Levin 
Jerome & Barbara Lewis 
Pen Li & Carolyn Leong 
Andrei Litskevich &  
  Natalia Dzemchanka 
Yuming Liu & Chunhui Li 
Margarita Mabugat 
Michael & MaryBeth Malcolm 
Socrates & Patricia Manoukian 
Dejan Markovic & Svjetlana Radovic 
Brandon & Candice Marquis 

Eric & Olga Marruffo 
David & Kerri Marzoni 
Patrick McElwee & Yumi Kato 
Edward & Terry Morrison-Wells 
Kimberly Mosleh 
Jing Mu & Charlene Hu 
Michael Murphy 
Robert & Miyuki Newhall 
Oscar & Monica Ochoa 
Gertrude O'Connor 
Jason & Liz O'Grady 
Kathleen O'Rourke 
Daryl & Molly Oshatz 
Dustin & Jaclyn Owen 
Angela Owens 
Nicholas & Emily Palazzo 
Robert Parham & Liz Freitas  
Kenneth & Theresa Parker 
Vipul & Kristina Patel 
Silvia Patrick 
Greg & Jennifer Paulson 
Mark & Maribeth Pederson 
Ron & Niamh Pellegrini 
Joe & Vicki Perna 
Ramiz Petros & Raya Elias 
Rev. John Poncini 
Steve & Jan Popolizio 
Zuxu Qin & Haiyan Liu 
Travis & Kristy Reese 
John & Cyndi Reseburg 
Daniel Rhinehart & Laura Herrera 
John & Jennifer Rickard 
Art & Maryann Roberts 
Richard & Susan Roche 
Jan Rollinger 
John Rosenberg & Sharon Flores 
Robert Ruiz & Priscilla Hernandez 
Aaron Rulison 
David & Senay Ryan 
Reynaldo & Maria Santos 
Frank & Mariana Saric 
John & Marianne Saucedo 
Sam & Melissa Shannon 
Dwayne & Andrea Shows 
Marc & Lisa Sidel 
Patrick & Elizabeth Smith 
Anthony & Dena Smolek 
Thomas & Michelle Soares 
Sergei & Inna Sochava 
Josephine Stiene 

Albert Stratz 
Robin Sudarsono & Cerelia Tan 
Joe & Diana Szelong 
Joseph & Magdalena Szilagyi 
Bill & Suzanne Taves 
Daniel Theron & Avery Tolosa 
Michael & Wen-Chi Thomas 
Brian & Janet Thompson 
Mike & Renee Thompson 
Andrew & Lynne Tseng 
Rene & Sarah Vargas-Hurlston 
Greg & Amie Vosganian 
John Wagner 
James & Janis Walker 
Lei Wang & Rui Zhao 
Frank & Wendela Wessels 
Bruce & Noelle Weyer 
Cory & Nancy Wilkening 
Matt & Stacey Wilson 
Matthew & Erica Wiltermuth 
Roberta Witte 
Theodore & Addie Wong 
Frank & Gema Wood 
John & Joanne Wrenn 
Xing Xia & Ada Yan 
Samuel Yen & Eve Farrington 
John & Angela Zucker 
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Gift of Stock 

Annual Appeal 

This fund is a gift that gives forever.  Our Endowment 
Fund has a current value of over $1.7 million with 
earnings that support our operating budget. As the 
principal of the endowment fund is never touched, 
the fund generates consistent and guaranteed inter-
est income for our school.  The predictability of this 
income allows us to plan for the future and sustain 
the level of excellence for which our school is known. 

This fund supports students who are otherwise  
unable to attend St. Nicholas School due to financial  
constraints.  A gift here honors our beloved long-time  
librarian, Mary O’Shea, who made an extraordinary impact on  
our school community. When you choose to support this fund,  
you are choosing to give the gift of Catholic education.  

The Endowment Fund 

This year's Annual Appeal is strictly focused on raising 
funds for tuition assistance and our educational 
endowment. Both of these critical resources allow our 
school to continue to develop in the nature of what our 
founding leaders had intended. We appreciate any gift 
size toward helping us achieve this mission.  

Many corporations match employee donations to St. Nicholas 
School.  Please contact the Diana Szelong at 650-941-4056 to 
find out more or you can inquire if your company participates in 
this program by going to:  www.doublethedonation.com/stnick. 

 

When you decide to give a gift of appreciated securities directly to  
St. Nicholas School rather than selling them and donating the proceeds, 
you could be creating a dual tax advantage for yourself. The full fair market 
value of the stock is tax deductible in the year you give the gift (as long as 
you have owned the stock for more than one year). You pay no capital 
gains tax on your profit no matter how much the securities have increased 
in value. The value of your stocks for income tax purposes will be set by 
the value of the stocks on the day that your gift is made. On actively  
traded securities, the value is the mean or average between the highest 
and lowest quoted sales price on the day of your gift. 

Double Your Impact - Employee Match Programs 

The Mary O’Shea Scholarship Fund 

Our Annual  
Appeal Goal:  

$200,000 

School Financial Aid Fund 

Over the past three years, we have doubled our tuition 
assistance funds due to the generosity of our parish, 
parents and the many community members who have 
contributed to our Annual Appeal. Our outreach partner-
ship is paramount in supporting essential resources for 
all families who desire a Catholic education.  
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We are committed to  
creating an innovative  
educational environment 
for our Celtics. We have 
made great strides in  
updating our worn facilities 
and invigorating the spirit of 
the school. Each donation 
was an investment in our 
future. Over the past  
several years capital  
projects have strengthened 
our learning landscape and 
moved us closer towards 
addressing our critical  
campus needs. 
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“Peter Pan”  Our Performing Arts program teaches our students many great skills such as public speaking,  
confidence, creative thinking, memorization, problem-solving, perseverance, vocal projection, collaboration,  
listening skills, and so much more. We look forward to next year’s annual production!  
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Financials 2018-2019 

Total Revenues  $3,369,099 

Total Expenses  $3,369,099 
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$342,700 
     

2019-2020 17% 

Like a nurtured tree with ever-growing roots, leaves, and 
branches, St. Nicholas Catholic School’s Donor Tree 
acknowledges all of the families, donors, parishioners, and 
friends who go above and beyond financially in supporting 
our mission.    

Donor Tree  

Donor Recognition  

Families who give $2,500 or more will be 
 honored at a donor reception in the Spring. 

All gifts are welcome and appreciated.  Your 
name will appear in next year’s “The Celtic”, 
which will acknowledge all donors to  
St. Nicholas Catholic School. 
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Calling All Alumni! 
We want to know what 

you’ve been up to! Send us 
your stories and  

pictures at: 
alumni@stnicholaslah.com 

St. Nicholas Alumni Thomas Corrigan, (Class of 
2015) published two novels before graduating from 
Bellarmine in 2019. “The Good Life” (2018) and 
“Right Now Is Worth It” (2019) include many of his 
real life experiences and are inspired by his 
relationships. While working on writing his third novel, 
Thomas is also pursuing a degree in screen-writing 
as a freshman at the Chapman University’s Dodge 
College of Film and Media Arts.  
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Harrison Jones 

St. Nicholas Class of 1980 came back to campus for a class reunion. 

The Gittings Family pays tribute to Mary O’Shea 

Harrison Jones graduated from St. 
Nicholas in 2015, following his 
three older sisters, Ali (2008), 
Natalie (2010) and Sofia (2013). 
Harrison went on to graduate from 
St. Francis High School in 2019. 
While there, Harrison competed in 
“Lancer Tank,” St. Francis’ version 
of “Shark Tank,”  where students 
pitch strong business ideas to a 
panel of judges. Although Harrison 
was not a part of this class, he was 
personally asked to participate to 
pitch his business idea, “Housing 
For All,” a non-profit that serves to 
alleviate the housing crisis in the 
Bay Area. Harrison continues his 
passion for business as a 
freshman at the University of 
Southern California. “The St. 
Nicholas learning environment 
prepared me for the future while 
also allowing me to form 
relationships that will last a lifetime. 
The values taught 
at this school helped me become 
the person I am today.” 
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