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2  St. Nicholas Catholic School 

Dear Parents, Alumni, Parish Members and Friends of St. Nicholas School, 
 
“Unity is strength.., when there is teamwork and collaboration, wonderful things can be achieved.” These words from the late 
Mattie Stepanek, a prolific young writer, describe our last twelve months at St. Nicholas Catholic School.  In this third issue of 
The Celtic, you will notice we have undergone a seismic change in our school to reimagine our Catholic educational experience 
during this COVID-19 pandemic.  What you will read about is a clear “Before” and “After” and you will grasp the incredible 
strength of what can be accomplished when we unite and stand together.  
 
In the fall and early winter months of 2019, our school enjoyed a life ‘before’ with Spingo, Dads vs. Grads, junior high dances, 
Science Camp, 8th Grade Retreat, The 47th Annual Kevin Kannengeiser Basketball Classic, Halloween Parade, Holiday Fair, 
and so much more.  As you will read, by January our students’ academic progress showed tremendous progress. What came 
after was an extraordinary opportunity for our students, parents and faculty to exercise a growth mindset in how to face 
adversity.  
 
After closing on the afternoon of March 13th, our faculty and staff collectively sat in the Mary O’Shea Library for days to build a 
platform to transform how we deliver our content and connections to our students’ home communities.  I believe Mary O’Shea’s 
spirit kept us determined to find a way to launch our “new start-up,” so that when the students logged on the morning of March 
17th, they would feel and see the same Celtic community and acquire the same gold standard instruction.   It was befitting that 
it was St. Patrick’s Day!  
 
Our parents and students soldiered to meet the challenge in this new reality.   Students at St. Nicholas School learn as early as 
in Kindergarten that challenges are mere stop signs to pause and to find a new way. Life skills such as organization, time 
management and flexibility were put to the test when we closed.  Our parents and students stood tall and should look back at 
this time for all the lessons that were learned on perseverance.   
 
We have made great progress as a collective team and we are very proud of our 
accomplishments. Great collaboration also created an incredibly successful Auction, 
which was our last large community gathering in March 2020.  We realize that 
teamwork and collaboration began decades before it was clear that we needed to 
begin to recognize those that have made a profound impact on our school.   Last 
year, we introduced the “Impact Award” for those individuals who were instrumental 
in manifesting the mission of the school. Please read the inspiring story of the 
Osorio Family and see why Mr. & Mrs. Osorio received our inaugural award.  
 
Our achievements were made possible through the generous donations from our 
supportive community who believes strongly in our mission.  This year, I ask you to 
stand with us as we continue to reimagine the innovative faith-based educational 
experience at St. Nicholas School and commit to welcoming all those who desire a 
Catholic education. “Unity is strength.., when there is teamwork and collaboration, 
wonderful things can be achieved.” Thank you Mattie and thank you to our 
generous St. Nicholas community.  
 
With Much Appreciation,  
Jan Popolizio 

From Our Principal 
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F
ather John 

I can’t believe that I’ve been Pastor of St. Nicholas & St. William Parish for the past six years! During that time, one of my 
greatest sources of pride and joy has been seeing St. Nicholas Catholic School children succeed in life. This is why our  
mission of Catholic Education is so near and dear to my heart. 
 
During this time of Pandemic, this time of uncertainty and change, I continue to be impressed with how quickly our Principal, 
Jan Popolizio, Vice Principal, Stacy French and the teaching faculty were able to adjust from in-person to distant learning. 
With that said, the COVID-19 challenge also added unforeseeable costs for distant learning technology as well as  
restructuring the school grounds for the complex reopening plan to make our school a safe place for the children and  
teachers. 
 
They did all this without wavering from the St. Nicholas Catholic School mission to form within our children the solid  
foundation that will help them succeed in life. Our school mission uses a simple formula that has been tried and true for over 
2000 years, that is, developing the pillars of the Spiritual formation, Intellectual formation and Human formation. 
 
We are so committed to this mission that we want to make sure that Catholic Education is accessible to everyone by  
keeping tuition affordable through the Tuition Assistance Program. While this does not completely cover a student’s  
educational cost, it does allow more of our children to avail themselves of a Catholic education. It is because of generous  
donors such as yourselves that we can do this and meet our budget each year.  
 
For this reason, I am asking you to consider a gift to our Annual School Appeal. Each gift, no matter the size, is a statement 
of your belief in our mission. 
 
With gratitude and prayers, I thank you for your support in embracing our School, our Church and our Mission. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Rev. John L. Poncini 
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Beirut Fundraiser 
 

Ava Azar, St. Nicholas 5th grade student, held a 
Bake Sale Fundraiser for a cause near and dear 
to her heart.  Ava’s aunt, uncle and cousins home 
is in Beirut and suffered material damage from 
the explosion.  Ava wanted to help all of the  
people who have suffered and sustained loss 
from the explosion in August 2020.  A bake sale 
was her way of making a difference! 

Thoughtful Designs Co. 

 
For Katie Weyer, St. Nicholas 8th grade student, sewing 
was a hobby for many years.  Last spring, Ms. French, Vice 
Principal, asked Katie to sew 30 masks for the 2020 8th 
grade graduates.  Katie leapt at the chance to help out.  It 
was then Katie decided that she could help more people 
stay healthy by making & selling masks.  Katie began by 
donating masks to residents at a local senior center and 
some teachers. She then created a website and her new 
business venture was ready to go. Customers on her  
website have also purchased masks to give to charity.  
Last month those masks went to LifeMoves Georgia Travis 
House, a shelter for displaced women and children. She 
also plans to make a monetary donation with some of the 
money she has raised in 2020. 

St. Nicholas Students Making A Difference 
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Kate Lincoln 
 Kindergarten Instructional 

Aide 

Lauren Ewing 
 First Grade Teacher 

Serena Poon 
 Third Grade Instructional 

Aide 

Melanie Talakai  
Sixth Grade Instructional Aide 

Cheryl Caligaris 
 Development Director 

Lollo Hill 
Office Manager 

 
Mr. Guzman has been working at St. Nicholas School since 1999 and has taken such meticulous 

care of our campus. Before the school closure, the students would watch how hard he worked 
each day, and when Mr. Guzman needed an extra hand, our students would leap into action. He 
teaches them to keep our campus tidy and to respect our property. He knows everyone by name 

and models how to take pride in hard work. Since the school closure he has had extra time to 
repaint the school and tended to the many little fixes that a campus of our size needed. The 

school and grounds never looked better. We want to spotlight him and say a big “thank you” for 
always taking care of our school.   

Staff  
Highlight 

Leonel  
Guzman 

New Faculty & Staff 
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The Impact Award 
This year, and in years to come, we would like to recognize individuals who have contributed to the formation or the advancement of our core 
mission.  
 
These individuals that we recognize have played a key role in helping to build a foundation that embraces the whole child through the message 
of the Gospels. They have inspired acts of mercy, service, justice, and peace.  They have provided resources so we can implement an  
engaging academic experience that focuses on the individual growth of all students.  
 

We have named this the Impact Award.  
In this inaugural year, the award is given to Bob and Elaine Osorio. 

 
Bob and Elaine have been an important part of the very origin of the school…helping to raise resources and creating the plans that became the 
campus we now know and love today. Their service continued for more than 50 years through their involvement with the Italian Catholic  
Federation: known as ICF of the parish. They hosted the ICF Cioppino, Polenta and Lenten soup dinners from 1963 – 2013.  Bob and Elaine 
were the heart and soul of many of the ICF events at St. Nicholas School over the years. Most memorable was the springtime “Fun Day” each 
year. “Fun Day” was a school-wide activity day (including parents) on the lower field where the different grades competed against each other in 
activities such as three-legged race, scrambles and the water balloon toss. After this, the crowd would assemble in the gym for the delicious 
BBQ Chicken - Ravioli dinner. The ICF awarded scholarships to 8th graders at graduation to support students who continued their Catholic 
education in high school. 
  
Elaine also started the altar server program at St. Nicholas School and at the end of each year, she would take the altar servers to Candlestick 
Park for a Giants game. She spent countless years working at the Rummage Sale and worked serving “hot lunch” to students. 
  
Both Bob and Elaine inspired the next generations of Osorio’s to become involved in St. Nicholas School. Their sons Dave and Jeff are alums 
of St. Nicholas School. 

 

Dave played a pivotal role in the formation of our athletic program.  The first 
basketball games were played on a wood floor with lines Dave measured 
and taped by hand. There was only a chalkboard for the scoreboard and a 
handheld air horn. Dave and Jeff spent many years trying to get the lower 
field ready for baseball - cutting grass by hand to make sure that it was 
“perfect”. Dave also started a tradition of having the basketball players bring 
a Christmas tree and all the decorations to the nuns at the convent. 
  
Their daughter-in-law Lani also taught and coached at St. Nicholas. Their 
granddaughter Stacey Wilson and grandson Bryan Osorio are both St.  
Nicholas alums. Stacey returned to teach at St. Nicholas in 2002 and is the 
current 5th grade teacher and Athletic Director.  Stacey’s husband, Matt  
Wilson, also taught PE at St. Nicholas. 
  
And now the 4th generation of the Bob and Elaine’s family is here, with their 
great-grandson, Brody Wilson, now in 2nd grade.  
  
Our mission at St. Nicholas School is to help develop Christ-like citizens who 
realize they have a purpose-filled mission to act out their faith and to be  
involved in their community.  Bob and Elaine Osorio have made an indelible 
impact in this school.  
 
It is with great honor that St. Nicholas School awards our first Impact Award 
to the original Osorio’s who inspired a legacy of generations that helped  
advance the mission of our school.  
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First Communion 

The Body of Christ 
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Academics—STAR Growth 

One method for measuring growth of our student’s academic progress at St. Nicholas Catholic School is 
by examining the data from STAR, a national standardized norm referenced assessment system by  
Renaissance Learning. Each year our students in Grades TK-8th typically take these norm referenced 
tests at least four times a year.  Once we begin the year, the first benchmark indicates where the students 
are ready to learn and what skills they have confidently mastered.  This also gives us a great look at our 
“summer slide” which is typical but normally unknown. This is how we can actually measure it and be  
proactive.  Armed with this information, our teachers design curriculum that will help fill the gaps or in 
some cases accelerate learning.  After just four months in school from late August 2019 to early January 
2020, the average standardized growth percentage for our school shown below for Math and Reading are 
70% and 62% respectively. At this midpoint of the year, these growth metrics are evidence of our com-
manding academic interventions and accelerations.   
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28 Project Based Learning 

Shark Tank is a 3rd grade individual project that is designed to bring together 
Social Studies standards about Economics; as well as designed to be a  
cumulative writing assignment. The students use the skills they have learned in 
writing throughout the year to explain their product, how they developed the 
idea, and finally pitch it to the “investors.” Traditionally, students create a poster 
that is displayed in the gym for all classes and parents to view. This past year, 
during distance learning, students integrated technology to this project and 
learned how to use google slides as a way to present all their information. After 
their presentations, awards were given for: most innovative, fastest to market, 
most business ready, biggest social impact, and CEO ready.   
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“When people ask me where my daughter learned the science and 
soft skills, we proudly say, it  was from St. Nicholas School in Los 

Altos Hills, using Project Based Learning.” 
-Tammie Giles 

The Challenge Project in 8th grade occurs in the spring-
time each year and it offers an opportunity where  
students work collaboratively to envision a company 
and create and market a new flavor of ice cream, 
gelato, sorbet, or another frozen dessert.  The teams 
develop a recipe that will attract customers, research 
chemical processes used in making frozen emulsion 
colloids, learn about proportions of fats to sugars,  
create a marketing campaign to sell their product, and 
compose an expository essay detailing the entire  
experience. The challenge project ends with a school-
wide tasting and an award is given to the favorite  
flavor.   
 
This past year, the 8th graders completed the  
Challenge Project remotely. Despite all the obstacles in 
their way, there were 7 final products and marketing  
campaigns completed. Our faculty tasted the results 
and while the votes were very close, Rush took home 
the prize -- the "Golden Scoop" award. Their flavor was 
a coffee chocolate combo to give a "Rush" to its  
consumers.  Congratulations to team Rush: Aline 
Bernard, Youyang Qin, Dennis Pan, and Jeffrey Mu. 
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Grandparents & 

Grandfriends Day 

January 2020 

Catholic Schools 
Week 

“I was talking to a lady who has an 18-
year-old son who graduated from St. 

Nicholas School, she said that  
St. Nicholas School made him into a 
good man.  There is no higher praise 

than that.  The values that are taught at 
the school really stick with these kids 

through life.” 
-Norm Kordsmeier 



 

   11 

PERFORMING ARTS 

St. Nicholas School 
PLAYBILL 

 
 

2014 
Beauty & the 

Beast 
 

2015  
The Little   
Mermaid 

 
2016 

Guys & Dolls 
 

2017 
Willy Wonka 

 
2018 
Shrek 

 
2019  

Peter Pan 
 
 

We look  
forward to  

future  
productions! 
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What a GIFT of  Tuition Assistance   
means for a student 

 
$345 = 1 week of Education 

 
$1380 = 1 month of Education  

 
$6900 = 1/2 year of Education  

 
$13,800 = 1 year of Education 

St. Nicholas School’s Tuition Assistance Program 
 

Standing together, the collective actions of our St. Nicholas Community who participated in last year’s Annual Appeal 
together with our supportive St. Nicholas and St. William Catholic Parish were able to help 30 students  

receive a Catholic education from this program. 

 
 

What Tuition Assistance Covers 
 
 

Emergency Assistance for families that  
experience some sort of crisis and need 

help. 
 
 

Partial Assistance for families that need 
help with tuition. 
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Gift of Stock 

Annual Appeal 

This fund is a gift that gives forever.  Our  
Endowment Fund has a current value of over $1.7 
million with earnings that support our operating 
budget. As the principal of the endowment fund is 
never touched, the fund generates consistent and 
guaranteed interest income for our school.  The  
predictability of this income allows us to plan for the 
future and sustain the level of excellence for which 
our school is known. 

This fund supports students who are otherwise  
unable to attend St. Nicholas School due to financial  
constraints.  A gift here honors our beloved long-time  
librarian, Mary O’Shea, who made an extraordinary impact 
on our school community. When you choose to support 
this fund, you are choosing to give the gift of Catholic  
education.  

The Endowment Fund 
 

The Annual Appeal is strictly focused on raising funds for 
Tuition Assistance, The Mary O’Shea Scholarship and The 
Endowment Fund. These critical resources allow our school to 
continue to develop in the nature of what our founding leaders 
had intended. We appreciate all gifts toward helping us achieve 
this mission.  

 
When you decide to give a gift of appreciated securities directly 
to St. Nicholas School rather than selling them and donating the 
proceeds, you could be creating a dual tax advantage for  
yourself. The full fair market value of the stock is tax deductible 
in the year you give the gift (as long as you have owned the 
stock for more than one year). You pay no capital gains tax on 
your profit no matter how much the securities have increased in 
value. The value of your stocks for income tax purposes will be 
set by the value of the stocks on the day that your gift is made. 
On actively traded securities, the value is the mean or average 
between the highest and lowest quoted sales price on the day of 
your gift. 

Double Your Impact - Employee Match  
Programs 

 
Many corporations match employee donations to St. 
Nicholas School.  To find out more please contact: 
Diana Szelong  
650-941-4056 x223 
dianaszelong@stnicholaslah.com  
 
You can also inquire if your company  
participates in this program by going to:  
www.doublethedonation.com/stnick. 

The Mary O’Shea Scholarship Fund 
 

Our Annual  
Appeal Goal:  

$150,000 

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE 
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Our Last Gathering Before Shelter-in-Place… 
Meet Me In Paris Auction 
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March 7, 2020 
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2019 ANNUAL APPEAL 

 

Varun Abraham & Rini Iyju 

Gilbert Ahrens 

Kevin & Julie Albanese 

The Almon Family 

Anonymous 

Hassane Azar & Nariman Elias 

Maryann Balkenhol 
Bart & Myla Beasley 

Robert & Sandra Berry 

Mark & Anne Bongi 
Charles & Jennifer Boynton 

Chris & Jennifer Bridgman 

Nicholas & Tracy Britz 

Marion & Helen Brown 

Frank Cano 

Jon & Kelly Cassin 

Alex & Elaine Chalfin 

Andy Chow & Fiona So 

Konstantinos Christidis 

John & Kim Clendenin 

Catherine Cranston 

Michael & Patricia Cremer 

Ari & Julie Delay 

James & Jennifer Delia 

James & Jennifer Doran 

James & Kathleen Downey 

Xiaotao Duan 

Matias & Jennifer Duarte 

Robert & Michelle Dykes 
 

 
Louis & Melanie Ercoli 
Carlos & Lyndsey Eulate 

Henry & Jane Evans 

Nicholas & Kathleen Fedeli 
Erik & Audrey Foraker 
Robert & Mary Garner 

Marcellino Gemelli & Stefania 
 Filigheddu 

William & Nancy Gilbert 
Ryan & Catherine Going 

William & Wendy Goodman 

Ron & Carla Gross 

David & Paula Guslani 
Louis Halamek 

Thomas & Judith Hogan 

Carol Hubregsen & Patrick Brandt 
Walter & Nadia Jankovic 

Karen Jenney 

Shuo Jiao & Lin Yu 

David & Katie Juran 

Helen Keefer 
Christopher Kim & Andrea Cu 

Warren & Susan Kocmond 

Norm & Cathy Kordsmeier 

Kirk Krappe & Cassandra Owens 

Billy Kwong & Charlotte Chan 

Freddie Lacson 

Alfred & Maureen Lane 

Joon Hyun Lee 

Aaron Lee & Yichun Hsieh 

Christine Lewis 

Josh Manion & Julie Oberweis 

Socrates & Patricia Manoukian 

Dejan Markovic & Svjetlana Radovic 

Sajeesh Matthew & Hilda George 

Joanne Matthews 

Ken & Rose McCloud 

Allan McLeod 

Michael & Shelby Mihojevich 

Nicholas & Joanne Moore 

Edward & Terry Morrison-Wells 

Jinghui Mu & Charlene Hu 
Ronald & Aurora Musante 

Thomas F. Nelson 
Lucie Newcomb 

 

Robert & Miyuki Newhall 
Jason & Elizabeth O’Grady 

Daryl & Molly Oshatz 

Yingjiu Pan & Zhao Chen 

Bern & Vicki Parente 

Robert Parham & Liz Freitas 

Vipul & Kristina Patel 
Mark & Maribeth Pederson 

Ron & Niamh Pellegrini 
Casey & Katie Pieplow 

Rev. John Poncini 
Steve & Jan Popolizio 

Richard Powers 

Ravizza Family Foundation 

Carl & Patty Riccoboni 
Richard & Susan Roche 

Elena Rodighiero 

Catherine Rudolph 

Aaron Rulison 

Reynaldo & Maria Santos 

Paul & Maude Scott 

Fernando & Margarida Serpa 

Marc & Lisa Sidel 
Thomas & Michelle Soares 

Caroline Spangler 
Josephine Stiene 

Albert & Marilyn Stratz 

Janet & Brian Thompson 

Nancy Traficanti 

William & Gladys Trzcinski 
Andrew & Lynne Tseng 

Rene & Sarah Vargas-Hurlston 
John Wagner 

James & Janis Walker 

Barbara Walton 

Arlene White 

Cory & Nancy Wilkening 

Frank & Gema Wood 

John & Joanne Wrenn 

Xing Xia & Ada Yan 

John & Angela Zucker 
 
Inclusive of donations to the  
Mary O’Shea Scholarship Fund 
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2020 AUCTION  
FUND-A-NEED  

 

Hassane Azar & Nariman Elias 

Gary & Stephanie Ballabio 

Bart & Myla Beasley 

Louis & Heather Brandy 

Chris & Jennifer Bridgman 

Nicholas & Tracy Britz 

Ken Burke & Vanessa Maunder 
Gary Campi 

Dean & Alison Cappellazzo 

William & Alysia Caryl 
Alex & Elaine Chalfin 

John & Kim Clendenin 

Rodger & Kathy Cole 

Michael & Patricia Cremer 
James & Jennifer Delia 

Matias & Jennifer Duarte 

Robert & Michelle Dykes 

Richard & Mary Gallivan 

Robert & Hannah Geiger 
Nick & Sueann Gera 

Brian Johnsrud & Noelle Gonsalves 
Martin & Laurie Kacin 

THANK YOU! 
Christopher Kim & Andrea Cu 

Tim & Christiane Koltek 

Michael & Ramela Laptalo 

Adam & Ella Levin 

Josh Manion & Julie Oberweis 

Eric & Olga Marruffo 

Brian & Diane McDermott 

Edward & Terry Morrison-Wells 

Oscar & Monica Ochoa 

Jason & Elizabeth O’Grady 

Cliona O’Keeffe 

Dustin & Jaclyn Owen 

Yingjiu Pan & Zhao Chen 

Robert Parham & Liz Freitas 

Greg & Jennifer Paulson 

Ron & Niamh Pellegrini 
Ramiz Petros & Raya Elias 

Boris Polania & Margarette Osorio 

Steve & Jan Popolizio 

Charl & Stephanie Porter 

John & Cynthia Reseburg 

John & Jennifer Rickard 

Negar Sadrzadeh 

Alain & Barbara Samaha 

Fran Sherman 

Marc & Lisa Sidel 
Patrick & Elizabeth Smith 

Robin Sudarsono & Cerelia Tan 

Joe & Diana Szelong 

Elyssa Vasquez 

Greg & Amie Vosganian 

Steve & Ruth Welch 

Bruce & Noelle Weyer 
Roberta Witte 

Theodore & Addie Wong 

Matthew & Leila Worby 

CAPTIAL  
IMPROVEMENTS 



 

18  St. Nicholas Catholic School 

Standing Together 

 

 
“Thank you for sharing the pictures of 
all the teachers in front of their camera 
set-ups.  It brought a  smile to my face.  

They all look so professional!” 
-Noelle Weyer 
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Teachers and Parents 

2020 

 
“Big shout out to Mrs. Marzoni.  As a working 
mom and a teacher she is doing a great job for 

the 4th graders!  Keeping them engaged, giving 
them flexibility and keeping it fun.  Super 
thankful and  appreciative of all your great 

work!” 
-Olga Marruffo 
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Celtic Data  
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$342,700 
     

2019- 17% 

St. Nicholas Students Write Postcards to  
First Responders on 9/11 
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   23 

Alumni Class Captain Program 

is  
reigniting the   

Program   
  

Sign-up to be one of  

Kevin Kannengeiser ‘s 
CLASS CAPTAINS! 

 
What is a Class Captain? 

Class Captains will ensure their class stays connected 
to St. Nicholas by setting up Zooms/Happy Hours, 

keeping their class informed of all that is happening 
at the school and invite their class to the ALUMNI 

EVENTS! 
 

It is EASY and a fun way to stay  
connected.   

 
If you are interested in becoming a Class Captain 

please contact: 
Cheryl Caligaris, Development Director 

ccaligaris@stnicholaslah.com 
650-941-4056 x202 

 
 
 
 

The  
3rd ANNUAL 
ALL ALUMNI 

TAILGATE  
is  

cancelled this  
January 2021  

due to the  
pandemic.   
We look  

forward to  
gathering in 2022! 
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SAVE THE 
DATE! 

 
St. Nicholas School 

ALUMNI 
Class of 2016 
Class of 2017 

REUNION 
 

August 13th, 2021 
5:30—7:30 

 

SAVE 

THE 

DATE 
 

 GrandParents & 

GrandFriends Day 

 

Live Streamed Mass 

 

Feb 3rd 2021 

Save the 
Date! 
Watch Party 

Live Streamed Auction 
 

April 24th, 2021 

 


